
 

Information Resources on Synods, 
Synodality and the 2023 Synod  

 
Synod Preparation Document issued Sept. 7, 2021: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-
city/news/2021-09/text-read-in-english.html (or use the PDF on the VOTF website)  

Synod Vademecum issued Sept. 7, 2021: 
http://www.synod.va/en/documents/vademecum.html (or use the PDF on our website) 

Synodus episcoporum – May 2021 document announcing the 2023 Synod and setting its 
rules and timeline. The Google drive document can be downloaded as a PDF: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z_cnToS3PqWYQJLxNOKUMUNIb6o3n4LI/view 

Episcopalis Communio – an Apostolic Constitution of Pope Francis on the Synod of Bishops, 
Sept. 18, 2015. Establishes the rules for bishop synods and consultation: 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_constitutions/documents/papa-
francesco_costituzione-ap_20180915_episcopalis-communio.html 

International Theological Commission, Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church, 2 
March 2018, provides the theological, historical, and philosophical foundations of Church 
synods. Posted on Vatican website: 
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/cti_documents/rc_cti_201803
02_sinodalita_en.html 

Articles 

Auvillain, Elizabeth. “Q&A with Sr. Nathalie Becquart: Upcoming Synod Could ‘Turn a 
Clerical Church into a Synodal Church.’” Global Sisters Report, April 27, 2021: 
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/people/ministry/news/q-sr-nathalie-becquart-
upcoming-synod-could-turn-clerical-church-synodal 

Faggioli, Massimo. “Synodality? What’s Synodality?” Commonweal, June 15, 2021: 
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/synodality-whats-synodality 

General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops. Press Release: XVI Ordinary General 
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops. May 21, 2021: 
http://secretariat.synod.va/content/synod/en/news/press-release--xvi-ordinary-general-
assembly-of-the-synod-of-bis.html 

Ospino, Hosffman. “A Closer Look at Synodality and Its Promise for a More Inclusive 
Church” (interview with Rafael Luciani). National Catholic Reporter, August 23, 2021: 
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https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/closer-look-synodality-and-its-promise-more-
inclusive-church 

“Podcast: Pope Francis wants the next synod to be a ‘synodal process.’ Is it possible?” 
America, June 3, 2021: https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2021/06/03/synod-2023-
vatican-process-postponed-240793 

Reese, Thomas. “How the synod process is different under Pope Francis.” National Catholic 
Reporter, October 17, 2014: https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/faith-and-justice/how-synod-
process-different-under-pope-francis 

Staff, Catholic News Agency. “Members of commissions preparing synod on synodality 
unveiled,” CNA News, July 20, 2021: 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/248429/members-of-commissions-preparing-
synod-on-synodality-unveiled 

Tobin, Cardinal Joseph W. “The Long Game: Pope Francis’s Vision of Synodality.” 
Commonweal, June 1, 2021: https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/long-game 

Tornielli, Andrea. “Cardinal Grech: Transformation of Synod to create space for People of 
God,” Vatican News, May 21, 2021 (online): https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-
city/news/2021-05/cardinal-grech-interview-synod-secretariat-changes.html 
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