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week 2 
 

Our diocese has policies and procedures to create a safe 
environment and protect children.  It insures that personal 
safety programs for children will be taught in all parish 
religious education programs.  It also mandates complete 
background checks for all adults working with children, and 
has codes of conduct adults must follow to do this.  Reading 
and following the code in all situations creates a culture of 
protection and keeps our children safer.  You can read these 
policies on the diocesan website   www.BostonCatholic.org. 
 
 

week 3 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

The Archdiocese of Boston has a code of ministerial 
behavior that adults must follow to create safe 
environments and protect children. More information 
at: www.bostoncatholic.org 

Children's Safe Environment Training 
Messages: 

1. Abuse is never a child's fault. 

2. God loves children forever and wants them to live holy 
and happy lives.  

3. Abuse that has happened should be reported.  

4. You can recognize abuse when it happens.  

5. There are ways to spot a grooming process.  

6. Parents or other trusted adults will talk about this 
subject.  

7. Boundaries exist.  

8. Children can stand up for themselves.  

9. There are ways to explain inappropriate behavior.  
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Our parish has a Child Abuse Prevention Team which trains 
parish clergy, pastoral staff, volunteers, and other 
parishioners on how to create a safe environment for 
children in the parish and community.  The goal is to ensure 
that all parish adults are made aware of what we can do to 
prevent child abuse and to create a safe environment for our 
children and those who minister to them. 

 
The best way to protect our children and our church is for 
adults to learn red flag behaviors and to report their 
concerns. This creates a culture of protection.  Sign up for a 
safe environment training even if you are not required to do 
so.  Keep an eye on the bulletin for the next Virtus training 
session. 
 
 
 

week 4 
  
 
 
Dear Lord, 
We ask You to bless these Your holy people who have 
participated in the Church’s  
efforts to help stop child sexual abuse. Open our hearts to 
Your call to be the “ears,  
eyes and voice of children and young people” everywhere. 
Give us the vision and  
grace needed to fulfill the special commitments each of us 
has made to making  
our homes, churches, schools, communities, and world a 
safer place for all God’s  
Children. Amen.  

 

 
April 2013 is Child Protection Month:  April was first declared 
Child Abuse Prevention Month nationwide by presidential 
proclamation in 1983. Posted in this “Safety Corner” for the 
next few weeks will be reminders of the many ways needed 
to create and sustain safe environments for our children in 
our homes, parishes, and communities.  

 
Safety Corner 
Child sexual abuse can be prevented.  Awareness that child  
sexual abuse exists and can exist anywhere is a start.  It is  
then critical to build safety barriers around children to keep  
them from harm.  These barriers come in the form of  
protective guardians, codes of conduct, background  
evaluations, and safety training  
programs.  Discover more about abuse prevention by 
attending our  upcoming parish VERTUS training.  
 
Safety Corner 

What is a CORI and why is it required?  Background screening 
is an important tool used to secure the safety of our children 
by providing a safe environment for them.  Since January, 
2004 no person is permitted to minister, work, volunteer or 
serve in any archdiocesan institution without being properly 
screened by evaluating each individual's Criminal Offender 
Record Information.  Through the archdiocesan Office for 
Background Screening, approximately 85,000 CORI are 
conducted annually. 
 
Safety Corner  

Child Safety Tip: Teach your child to respect the word  
“Stop!”.  Teach your preschooler that “stop” means “stop”  
and that your child has the right to stop people from  
touching his or her body.  Obviously, exceptions will have to  
made for doctors and parents, but even parents must listen  
when a child doe not want to be tickled or hugged anymore.   
Reinforcing this excellent lesson gives your child the power  
to recognize—and stop—“bad touching” by others should it  
happen.   
 
Safety Corner 
Recognizing Signs of abuse:  Most children do not have the 
language and communication skills to talk about abusive 
behavior, but their behavior can give subtle indications that 
something may be wrong.  Although the indictors may reflect 
other problems, any abrupt change such as in eating habits 
and school performance or sudden onset of sleep problems 
or nightmares should be a signal to open a conversation 
about possible causes or influences.  Other signs may include 
inappropriate or problem behavior.  For more information 
check out  www.childwelfare.gov   
 
Safety Corner:   
Since 2002, public awareness of sexual abuse has grown  
exponentially.  Popular television, books, and magazine  
articles all describe in detail the methods of deception and  
manipulation utilized by grooming-type acquaintance sexual  
offenders.  Sexual predators are everyone's 
problem.  Children are counting on you to protect 
them.  Check out www.VIRTUS.org for more  
information.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


