In the Vineyard

October 19, 2006

"I prefer the monotony of obscure sacrifice to all ecstasies. To pick up a pin for love can convert a soul." St. Therese of Lisieux (1873-97) whose feast day is October 1. 
In this issue:
National News
The National Representative Council draft agenda for their Nov. 10-12 meeting in St. Louis, MO is at National News Update in this issue. In keeping with past practice, the Council meetings are open to all registered VOTF members. 

The National Representative Council and VOTF officers have concurred on the following two resolutions; these relate specifically to the Protect Our Children initiative within the ongoing Campaign for Accountability. Contact the closest affiliate in your area to get more involved.

It is the policy of VOTF to support the reform of state and federal laws to strengthen the protection of children from sexual abuse, afford justice for survivors of child sexual abuse, and hold accountable any abuser and any individual or institution that aids or abets child sexual abuse.
 

Prospectively, VOTF supports legislation either to eliminate civil statutes of limitations on current or new child sexual abuse cases or to extend the limitation to an age when most survivors would be emotionally, psychologically, and financially capable of filing a suit, such as age 50 or older. 

· VOTF National has kicked off a series of Accountability Campaign petition ads on various sites and blogs. See page one of National Catholic Reporter at http://ncronline.org/#This%20Issue; Commonweal magazine at http://www.commonwealmagazine.org/sommaire.php3; and US Catholic magazine at http://uscatholic.claretians.org/site/PageServer?pagename=usc_homepage&JServSessionIdr007=0ikm79m201.app1a.   
· The Representative Foley affair has drawn a number of comparisons to the Church’s failures in handling priests’ sexual abuse of children. VOTF issued this statement.  http://www.votf.org/Press/pressrelease/101706letter.html 
The ongoing saga of mismanaged and stolen parish funds continues to underscore the need for VOTF’s Campaign for Accountability. See the Delray Beach, CA follow-up in DIOCESE/State Watch and find out what you can do to make a difference in your diocese by clicking here; also, see Letter to the editor in this issue – a former parish council member in Indiana finds that accountability is also an attitude. 
VOTF National will again be present for the bi-annual USCCB meeting, to take place Nov. 13-16 in Baltimore, MD. Details of VOTF’s activity will be in the next Vineyard. The bishops’ agenda includes approval of a reorganization plan for their national conference; approval of a revision of the Lectionary for Mass for selected days in the season of Advent, and a directory for music and the liturgy for use in the dioceses of the United States; approval of two documents from their Doctrine Committee - a proposed statement on receiving the sacrament of the Eucharist worthily, and proposed guidelines for ministry to persons with a homosexual inclination; and a document from the Pro-Life Committee offering pastoral guidance on the Church's teaching concerning contraception, linked with a culture of life. The bishops will also elect a new Conference Secretary and several committee chairmen. See http://www.usccb.org/comm/archives/2006/06-193.shtml. 
VOTF will not only have a table at the November 3-5 annual CTA gathering in Milwaukee, WI but will offer the ONLY FREE package of seminars available on opening day; check out the VOTF program being offered from 9 am to 2:45 pm on Friday, Nov. 3 under VOTF National News Update. 
· Learn more about the Lay Synod movement at http://www.cta-usa.org/conference2006/features.html. 

As noted in the Oct. 5 Vineyard, VOTF National has signed on to the FutureChurch call “Do Not Stifle the Spirit: A Call to Preserve Vibrant Parishes in a Time of Fewer Priests”. To read the statement and sign on yourself, click here. 
VOTF INTERNATIONAL Note: The Irish Independent headlined on 10/14: “Pope to grill bishops on sex abuse”; go to VOTF Ireland’s web site at http://www.votfi.com/ad_limina_06.htm for more; while you’re out of the country, visit VOTF Australia at www.votfaustralia.org with coverage throughout Australia and New Zealand. BOX ALL OF THE ABOVE.
DIOCESE/State Watch: Note in particular the broad and positive media coverage of the documentary film “Deliver Us from Evil”; details are under the Los Angeles, CA item in this section. 
St. Paul, MN – One family is reaching out as far as it can to end child sex abuse. Their effort is being called a “long shot” case in which “178 Catholic Bishops have been named as defendants in an unprecedented civil child sex abuse lawsuit brought by the family of a murdered Wisconsin man”; Palm Beach, FL – The sad unraveling of US Representative Foley’s life has focused attention not only on Foley’s statements about sexual abuse he suffered as a child but on what SNAP’s David Clohessy has called “among the most troubled dioceses” with regard to the handling of sexual abuse claims–the Palm Beach diocese where Foley lived nearly 40 years ago; Los Angeles, CA – The furor over Cardinal Mahony’s alleged protection of a fugitive priest has not abated (see the Oct. 5 Vineyard) and has spread to Mexico; Delray Beach, CA – The Palm Beach Post reports a trinity of deception in a Delray Beach Catholic church; Iowa – joining Portland, OR; Tucson, AZ; and Spokane, WA, the diocese of Davenport, IO has filed for bankruptcy; Chicago, IL – $96,000 later, a former seminary comptroller pleaded guilty; Philadelphia, PA – The District Attorney is supporting sex-abuse legislation despite the “powerful lobbies” cries of “unfair!”; AFFILIATE Highlights in KENTUCKY - VOTF Northern KY is reaching out to ALL Catholics in their diocese – with a new blog; VOTF Louisville, KY is hosting a tri-state VOTF gathering on 10/28; also, Vince Grenough of VOTF Louisville Area posts his thoughts on Philadelphia Cardinal Rigali’s outreach to the survivor community.
An uncommon story:  The Union Leader, Manchester, NH, reports: “A dozen Roman Catholic clergy are reaching out to fellow priests who are sick, retired or were stripped of their ministry for sexually abusing minors, offering support and financial aid to any who need it.” See the story at http://www.unionleader.com/article.aspx?headline=Priests+asked+to+give+%241%2C000&articleId=2e61d7da-3ada-4162-9982-e0d732851de8.
SITE-Seeing, Etc.

Want to take a course at Boston College but you live in Paris, Texas? It isn’t too late to register for online courses with Boston College’s Church in the 21st Century program. For a demo course, more information, and registration, go to www.bc.edu/c21online or call            617-552-8057. 
Watch the November issues of In the Vineyard for a review of David Gibson’s new book The Rule of Benedict: Pope Benedict XVI and His Battle with the Modern World and an interview with David, an award-winning religion journalist and committed lay Catholic. He has worked in Rome for Vatican Radio, produced television documentaries and writes frequently for the New York Times, Fortune, Boston Magazine, Commonweal and America. Gibson is a loyal supporter of VOTF and speaker at various VOTF conferences and meetings. 
On the side: Jason Berry, journalist and co-author with Gerald Renner of Vows of Silence, longtime advocate for survivors of clergy sexual abuse and the work of Fr. Tom Doyle, and VOTF member and supporter, has taken a leap into the world of fiction with a new novel The Last of the Red Hot Poppas. See http://www.chinmusicpress.com/ for reviews and readings – Jason is scheduled to be in the Boston area 10/30-31. The Last of the Red Hot Poppas is also available at www.amazon.com. 
LETTER to the editor: Accountability is about more than money
VOTF NATIONAL News Update

On Friday November 3, VOTF National will offer the only FREE seminar opportunities available to attendees of CTA’s annual gathering in Milwaukee, WI, Nov. 3-5. These seminars focus on many of the major issues confronting our Church today. VOTF National’s John Moynihan will join all of the speakers noted. ARRIVING EARLY will get you a place at one or all of the following: 

9:00 – 11:00   
Parish Closings – What can I do about it? Showing of “Closed on Sunday” – Award-winning documentary on parish closings in the Archdiocese of Boston. Speakers: Chris Schenk, FutureChurch 
11:00 – 12:00 
Clergy Abuse Scandal – What can I do about it? Showing of “Our Lady’s”, an award-winning documentary film. Speaker: Barbara Blaine, SNAP 
12:30 – 1:30  
Campaign for Accountability – Analysis of a National Campaign of Action. Voice of the Faithful introduced its “Campaign for Accountability” through ads in the National Catholic Reporter in March, 2006. The Campaign has two parts:  

                     (1) Financial Accountability – seeks to obtain financial 

                    accountability for parishes and dioceses through the implementation of 

                    effective finance councils, which are mandated by Canon Law but which 

                    are often ignored; and the release of all financial documents 

                    necessary to ensure financial transparency at both the parish and diocesan 

                    levels.
                    (2) Protecting Our Children – seeks to implement state laws 

                    directed toward mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse and the 

                    extension of Statutes of Limitations on crimes dealing with child sexual  

                    abuse. 
This presentation will outline the Campaign and chronicle its progress reporting on both the successes and failures to date. Learn how to organize a national grassroots campaign. Learn how to bring financial transparency to your parish, your diocese. Learn how to organize a state-wide legislative action. Speaker: Janet Hauter, VOTF Chicago 

1:30 – 2:45   
Voice of the Faithful – Where have we been? Where we are Going?
 Leaders of one of the country’s largest Catholic reform groups discuss their 
 past, present and future. An informational DVD will be shown. Speaker: Janet Hauter, VOTF Chicago  

DRAFT Agenda for Nov. 10-12, 2006 NRC Meeting

Meet us in St. Louis? The National Representative Council will meet in St. Louis, MO Nov. 10-12 with a full agenda. In keeping with past practice, the Council meetings are open to all registered VOTF members. This meeting will be the first convening of newly approved Standing Committees: Mission, Goals and National Impact; Membership Growth; Affiliate Development; Budget; and Elections.

The Council will have a discussion to consider top needs and issues, both ongoing and "next" actions when the Accountability Campaigns end. Candidate priorities cited to date include membership growth, fundraising, relationships with bishops, relationships with external organizations, promotion of parish Child Safety Programs, resolutions specifying the details needed in financial reports, communication and coordination, universal call for diocesan listening sessions (as in Philadelphia), assessment of Council member diversity.

Presentations will include: NRC Representatives on Board of Trustees, followed by Q&A; Region reports; update on the Accountability Campaign; Financial Accountability Advisory group; David Clohessy, a guest speaker on the overall outlook for SOL extensions and other legislative initiatives that support survivors; Elections Committee; and VOTF Convention 2007.

The meeting will conclude by noon on Sunday.

DIOCESE/State Watch
Los, Angeles, CA/Mexico: The furor over Cardinal Mahony’s alleged protection of a fugitive priest has not abated (see the Sept. 21 Vineyard). The Chicago Tribune reported on Oct. 8: “When the scandal over pedophile priests rocked the Roman Catholic Church in the United States in 2002, the shock waves barely registered in Mexico. Now, just four years later, the Catholic Church in Mexico is facing unprecedented scrutiny.” http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0610080336oct08,1,6115499.story?coll=chi-newsnationworld-hed.
Interest in Cardinal Mahony has also been revived with the release of the film “Deliver Us From Evil” in which “an extraordinarily candid interview with a former priest convicted of molesting children has heightened interest among law enforcement officials here in considering a criminal case against Cardinal Roger M. Mahony.” Subscribers can access the NYT article at http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/07/us/07priest.html?n=Top%2fReference%2fTimes%20Topics%2fOrganizations%2fR%2fRoman%20Catholic%20Church%20&pagewanted=print. A movie review is available at http://movies2.nytimes.com/2006/10/13/movies/13evil.html?adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1160768313-XOOJFfdLX7jVkw9zMowhPw. Also note Chicago Sun-Times coverage at http://www.suntimes.com/news/nation/87787,CST-NWS-church08.article. 
The St. Paul Pioneer Press reports: “The government of Mexico has banned an American lawyer from entering their country after the lawyer sued the country's Roman Catholic Archbishop, claiming he conspired to protect pedophile priests.” Go to http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/news/local/15762899.htm. 

The film director, Amy Berg, speaks for herself in a 10/12 commentary at http://movies2.nytimes.com/2006/10/13/movies/13evil.html?adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1160768313-XOOJFfdLX7jVkw9zMowhPw. 

For information about the film and its schedule of showings around the US, please visit http://www.deliverusfromevilthemovie.com/index_flash.php. Also, see additional information in the Sept. 21 Vineyard. 

Delray Beach, CA: The Palm Beach Post reported: “Two priests accused of misappropriating millions from a Delray Beach Catholic church formed a for-profit company with a third priest whose personal life also was troubled.” Read more at  

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/pbcsouth/content/local_news/epaper/2006/10/07/m1a_shag_1007.html. 

Palm Beach, FL: The Capitol Hill Blue web site at http://www.capitolhillblue.com/content/2006/10/former_rep_fole.html reported, “The Catholic diocese in south Florida, where former Rep. Mark Foley lived nearly 40 years ago when he said a clergyman sexually abused him, has one of the nation's worst records of sexual misconduct by priests and bishops.” 

St. Paul, MN: PR Newswire reports, “178 Catholic Bishops have been named as defendants in an unprecedented civil child sex abuse lawsuit brought by the family of a murdered Wisconsin man. The lawsuit, which seeks no monetary damages, was filed in August in St. Croix County Circuit Court, Wisconsin (Court File No.06CV581). The lawsuit asks a state judge to force all of America's Catholic bishops and the US Conference of Catholic Bishops to disclose the names of roughly 5,000 proven, admitted and credibly accused abusive priests in the US. The suit is being brought by the family of Dan O'Connell of Wisconsin, who, along with a co- worker, was shot and killed in February 2002 by a suspected pedophile priest who also owned guns and pornography.” Go to http://sev.prnewswire.com/legal/20061006/CGTH06905102006-1.html. 

The details of the O’Connell family’s experience and efforts to stop clergy sexual abuse are the subject of a website dedicated to all victims of clergy sexual abuse. Go to http://www.crusadeagainstclergyabuse.com/index.html. 
Philadelphia, PA: The Philadelphia Inquirer notes “D.A. to promote sex-abuse bill” and quotes District Attorney Lynne Abraham: "The problem in Harrisburg is that powerful lobbies want to make it look like this is a plan or a program against one institution," Abraham told a conference at Temple University's Beasley School of Law. "But this is about children." Go to http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/local/15756036.htm. 
Davenport, IO: According to Associated Press coverage in the Washington Post: “After paying out more than $10.5 million to resolve dozens of sex abuse claims and now facing a new set of lawsuits, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Davenport has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy.” Go to http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/11/AR2006101100259.html. Also, note New York Times coverage at http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/11/us/11davenport.html?_r=1&oref=slogin. 
The Davenport diocesan bishop William Franklin submitted his resignation recently, as required by the Church at the age of 75. The resignation was accepted and his replacement named – he is Bishop Martin Amos, former auxiliary bishop of Cleveland. The Des Moines Register noted: “The Vatican's announcement came two days after Franklin asked a federal bankruptcy court for Chapter 11 protection for the diocese. The move freezes a recent $1.5 million jury award in a child sexual abuse lawsuit against the diocese and puts all future abuse claims in limbo.” See http://desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061013/NEWS08/610130381/1001/SPORTS080202. 

Chicago, IL: The Chicago Sun-Times reported: “The former comptroller of Chicago's St. Joseph College Seminary pleaded guilty to stealing $96,000 from the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago.” See the full story at http://www.suntimes.com/news/nation/92881,CST-NWS-church12.article. 

AFFILIATE HIGHLIGHTS:

Susan Vogt, NRC Region 5 representative from the VOTF Northern Kentucky affiliate reports:

Our affiliate struggled for over a year trying to decide how we should spend our energy and what projects to take on. The two national VOTF priorities (working for legislative change and financial accountability) were worthy projects but didn't fit our local needs. (The bishop of Covington has been very pastoral in dealing with victims of clergy sexual abuse and the $85 million class action suit against the Church here has been finalized.) Our biggest concern, however, was the diminishment of the voice of the laity in shaping our local church. A more transparent Church, with an educated and involved laity can address the root causes of sexual abuse and cover up and the structural change that is needed to prevent it in the future. Most of the pastoral diocesan offices have been closed and there is currently little receptivity to listening to a wide spectrum of ideas and concerns of lay Catholics in our diocese. Although we may differ on our solutions to problems facing the Church, a healthy dialogue is the start. We decided to start the dialogue.

To do this we set up a simple website forum. In it we invite Northern Kentucky Catholics and friends of our Church to express their hopes, appreciation, prayers, and concerns about issues facing the Church, especially issues pertinent to the goals of Voice of the Faithful. Local VOTF members monitor this blog so nothing can go public without our approval. 

I bring this to your attention because if we, techno-peasants that we are, can take this action, so can others. Publicizing this forum is imperative. There was an article in the Kentucky Enquirer announcing the blog; everything we send out in the future will promote this forum for respectful discussion. It's not fancy. It needs tweaking. But we want to get the idea out to other affiliates who may want to do something similar. Check it out at www.votfnky.org.
AND:

VOTF Louisville, KY is gathering any and all VOTF members from Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio for conversation, prayer, and sharing on Oct. 28. If you’re in the area, you will be welcomed warmly no matter where you are from. Contact Vince Grenough at  VINGRENO@INSIGHTBB.COM.

Vince Grenough, VOTF Louisville Area of Kentucky,  wrote the following thoughts on Philadelphia Cardinal Rigali’s outreach to the survivor community:

“Cardinal Justin Rigali arranged for a remarkably pastoral event to take place in Philadelphia on September 15th, inviting hundreds of the archdiocese’s priests to gather at St Charles Borromeo Seminary to listen to the stories of three people whose lives are seriously impacted by clergy sexual abuse of children.  I thank and commend him and his staff for taking this step forward toward healing in our Church.   Even more, I thank and admire the three people who stood in front of those priests and bishops and courageously told their stories of anguish to the peers and superiors of those who abused them.

 

All of our bishops should have done things like this years ago and followed up with compassionate and honest restorative actions instead of covering up, denying and stone-walling.  The victims and our whole Church could have begun healing instead of suffering further wounding.  Lawsuits would not have been necessary to force our bishops to pay attention.  The credibility of our clerical leaders would have been enhanced instead of being damaged almost beyond repair.  

 

I truly hope other bishops and superiors of religious orders will follow this example of Philadelphia.  It is still not too late.”

 

LETTER to the editor
“The article from the Palm Beach (FL) diocese (In the Vineyard, Oct. 5) has made me more intent on speaking my mind.

 

The autocratic hand of the diocese has made it possible for the resident priest to raid the parish funds with impunity. My own experience has made this more evident.  I was the last parish council president in Sacred Heart parish, Clinton, IN.  I resigned because of ill-health four years ago.  At that time we had been assigned a new pastor who had ties to Clinton, IN (the westernmost parish in the Indianapolis archdiocese).  Prior to his assignment we had worked well with the pastor, made necessary repairs to the church, gymnasium, and school, and run a successful campaign to raise funds to keep the school open; we achieved a new openness with the parishioners, which I hoped would be a model for other parishes.  

Upon his appointment, I notified the pastor that I would make my resignation available should he desire a new parish council president.  He notified me that it wouldn't be necessary.  Then, he instituted a new policy of meeting every other month.  Minutes of the previous meeting were distributed before each meeting and then collected at the close of the council.  He explained that he didn't want anyone discussing council business outside the room.  Financial reports were likewise distributed, then collected.  Finally, the financial report was discontinued.  At this point, I had to resign because it was hard for me to attend meetings.  Since then, he has closed the school but maintained the bingo games twice a week (which were instituted to support the school).  He accounts to no one in the parish about the funds….  In addition, he has publicly berated some parishioners using profanity.

All this has caused attendance at Mass to drop off to nearly nothing.  It doesn't matter to him because he is off to Rome for a visit about four times a year.  People here are starved for religious ministry.  They come to me asking what to do. We have written to the Indianapolis Vicar-General, who has made one visit to the parish and written a finding that he found nothing wrong with our parish leadership.  We are now at a loss because of the shortage of priests in the Indianapolis Archdiocese.  

We have to travel long distances to find a priest other than the one here.  What do we do about sickness in the hospital, or a funeral?  Someone other than Rome needs to hold these men accountable for the manner in which they exercise their  ministry to the parish.” Louis Savage
