IN the VINEYARD

February 9, 2006

“May the peace of our Peacemaker lighten our heaviness, soften our tongues and engage us in true communication.”  Penny Duggan, a VOTF and SNAP supporter 
The Pope’s first encyclical on love “Deus Caritas Est” is a timely consideration, arriving as it does just before the feast of St. Valentine on Feb. 14. The document has drawn lively discussion from readers – see Commentary “There’s Love and there’s love.” As VOTF begins our fifth year, we continue to find much work ahead: the VOTF officer slate for 2006-8 is ready and posted (Election News); dioceses around the US are in courts and/or the news; the survivors once again give all of us something to think about (Commentary – “Silence: Less is More”); Tom Doyle reflects on this time of transition in VOTF’s leadership (“VOTF – Remaining a Voice of Hope”); and more! Read on and let us know your thoughts at pthorp.ed@votf.org. 
2006-8 VOTF OFFICERS ELECTION UPDATE

Every nominee who accepted his/her nomination is a candidate for the office for which they were nominated. Be sure to read their statements as well as the election process details. Elections commenced Feb. 7 and will close Feb. 22.
President – Kris Ward (OH); Mary Pat Fox (NY)
Vice-president – Margaret Roylance (MA); Sally Vance-Trembath (CA)
Secretary – Gaile Pohlhaus (PA)
Treasurer – Mary Freeman (RI)
For candidates’ statements and voting details, click here. http://www.votf.org/election/2006/candidates.html
SURVIVOR Community News:
Long-time survivor advocate, and survivor himself, Fr. Robert M. Hoatson of the diocese of Newark, NJ filed a civil action against the New York Archdiocese, Cardinal Edward Egan, the Newark Archdiocese, Archbishop John J. Myers, the Congregation of Christian Brothers, Fr. John O’Brien, Br. Laurence Boschetto, Br. Paul Kevin Hennessy, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, and Bishop Howard J. Hubbard. Subsequent to the December filing, Fr. Hoatson was placed on administrative leave by the Newark Archdiocese. Read more in Commentary – “Silence: Less Is More.” http://www.votf.org/vineyard/Feb9_2006/silence.html
PARISH WATCH:

The newly assigned pastor of Our Lady Help of Christians has resigned his post following pronounced disaffection in the parish over the ousting of the former pastor Fr. Walter Cuenin. Go to www.ourladysfriends.com for updates. 

· Fr. Cuenin, meanwhile, was appointed by the Archdiocese to serve as Catholic chaplain at Brandeis University, Waltham, MA. The appointment is full-time until June, when the position will be re-assessed. Stay tuned via Our Lady’s web site!
· Changing tacks: The Archdiocese has scheduled a parish wide consultation meeting for the selection of the next pastor* of Our Lady's. Our Lady’s web site will keep readers up to date. 
[*For others facing similar parish changes, we recommend a comprehensive pastor selection process with meaningful lay involvement as outlined in Changing Pastors, A Resource for Pastoral Transitions by Thomas P. Sweetser, SJ and Mary Benet McKinney, OSB (Franklin, WI: Sheed and Ward, 1998). The process includes meetings with key parish staff and with lay leaders of the parish (the PPC, the Finance Council, and key parish ministries.) This process also provides the consultation committee with the valuable insight required to recommend a future pastor skilled in parish healing and reconciliation.] 
The Church we want to become has taken a major step in Boston, Mass. The Paulist Center has published an audited financial report. Donna Doucette reports in Commentary “They Get It!” 

Message from Philadelphia, PA: “On the Sunday when the announcement came out of the wrong doing of the priests in Philadelphia, Monsignor Mullen of St Elizabeth Church in Uwchlan Township, got down on his knees and asked forgiveness of the people in the parish for the wrong deeds of his fellow priests. It was a most stirring moment.” Another attendee at the service wrote, “Would that every bishop and priest in the US would do as much on a given Sunday in churches filled with survivors and their supporters.” 

DIOCESE/State WATCH: “I should have done more.” Cardinal George, Chicago
The Chicago Tribune reports that Archdiocese of Chicago’s Cardinal George apologized recently to parishioners for not removing an allegedly abusing priest even after the priest had been interrogated by police on questions of child molestation. The Cardinal said that USCCB guidelines thwarted more aggressive action since the boy did not bring his charges to the Church, but to civil authorities. The priest was removed from the parish only after he was criminally charged. Cardinal George has vowed to replace the existing monitoring policy (in place while an accusation is being assessed for its credibility) with a “non-judgmental leave” action. The Feb. 6 issue of the Chicago Tribune reports another priest in another parish in the Archdiocese has been removed from ministry. Go to  http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chicago/chi-0602060172feb06,1,4298839.story. Also, see the Chicago Sun-Times at http://www.suntimes.com/output/news/cardinal30.html. 
Good news in Virginia – VOTF Virginia and area affiliates and supporters are pleased with an important first step toward protecting children. The Virginia Senate on Thursday narrowly passed Senate Bill 253; the bill would add clergy to the list of professionals required to report suspected cases of child abuse or neglect, joining 43 states that already do so. The story appeared in the Virginia Beach News at www.dailypress.com. 
VOTF Bridgeport, CT – has been studying a return to Bishop election. See Commentary – “Elect Our Bishops? Why Not?”
Archdiocese of Boston: The resounding defeat of the Sen. Marian Walsh bill in Boston, MA brought to light another perspective, articulated by VOTF’s John Moynihan, “The legislature couldn’t do it for us; … parishioners will have to take action for themselves in their own parishes.” See Jim Post’s thoughts in Commentary – “Making Lemonade.”  http://www.votf.org/vineyard/Feb9_2006/post.html
Archdiocese of Detroit, MI:  Diocesan financial decision making alarms many in at least one US diocese. Although financially strapped, the Detroit Archdiocese continues to subsidize the Washington, DC John Paul II Cultural Center. See the National Catholic Reporter, Feb. 2 posting, at http://nationalcatholicreporter.org/update/bn020206.htm. 

Archdiocese of Denver, CO: The Archdiocese of Denver lost their argument to have several lawsuits alleging clergy sexual abuse moved from state to federal court. According to the Denver Post, the Archdiocese’s counsel argued, “… the sexual-abuse lawsuits raise critical First Amendment questions by asking a court to review religious doctrine and policy rooted in centuries-old church law.” A motion filed by attorneys for the alleged victims stated, “Defendants invoke the First Amendment, not as a shield from improper governmental intrusion into their affairs of governance, beliefs or religious practices, but as a shield to immunize them from the consequences of years of sexual abuse of young boys.” Follow this story in the Denver Post at www.DenverPost.com.
· Also note: SNAP reports that on Feb. 13, the “Colorado Senate will hold a hearing on legislation that would give victims of child sex abuse a two-year window to expose their predators.” According to the Denver Post,  “In a joint statement Monday, the state's three Catholic bishops said changing statute of limitations rules for Catholic and other private entities would create a double standard. Colorado law strictly limits a family's ability to sue a public school, for instance, and caps damages.” 
Archdiocese of Spokane, WA: On Feb. 2 the New York Times reported, “The Roman Catholic Diocese of Spokane, Wash., one of three in the country to have filed for bankruptcy in the aftermath of the sexual abuse scandals, agreed Wednesday to pay nearly $46 million to settle claims by 75 people who allege abuse by priests, lawyers involved in drawing up the settlement said…. If approved by a bankruptcy court and the plaintiffs, the agreement will provide one of the largest payouts per victim of any of the settlements reached across the nation since the church encountered crisis in 2002 with disclosure of abuse in the Boston Archdiocese.” Bishop William Skylstad of the Spokane diocese is president of the USCCB. See the Bishop’s statement on criminal statutes of limitation reform on the VOTF web site. 
Hard to believe: The Archdiocese of Miami, FL blamed a 10-year-old for “his own negligence” when the alleged victim, now 19, filed a sexual abuse lawsuit against the Miami Archdiocese recently. According to the Miami Herald, “The criminal case against [the priest] is significant because he represents the first Catholic priest in the archdiocese to be charged with sexual battery on a child younger than 12. Now retired, he served parishes in South Florida for three decades.” Go to the Feb. 5 Miami Herald at http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/local/13794886.htm.  

COUNCIL Update: National Representative Council notes a newly elected representative from Region 7 (IN, IL, WI). She is Deirdre O’Neal from Naperville, IL. Read Deirdre’s statement in Council News. 
National Office News from Ray Joyce: I’m happy to announce that John Moynihan, our press liaison has accepted a new role within the organization. He will be our nearly full-time development officer while continuing his role in media relations on a part-time basis. John has a deep commitment to our mission and many talents that will serve this movement well as we look to enhance and diversify funding sources. Please join me in congratulating John.
SITE-SEEING, ETC.

Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. The edited version of a much appreciated 2002 talk delivered by Fr. Rolheiser, “Carrying the Scandal Biblically,” is available (pdf) on his web site at http://www.ronrolheiser.com/features.shtml. 
Boston College’s online workshops and courses create an exceptional educational opportunity no matter where you live. Visit www.bc.edu/irepmce and see course offerings. How does it work? ONLINE LEARNING THROUGH C21 ONLINE AND IREPM: IREPM/C21 Online courses are available 24/7 in a password protected Web site available only to participants and facilitators. Each participant will be assigned to a small community for conversation and faith sharing, guided by a facilitator. The site is open to participants at least one week before and one week after the course ends. The only technical requirement is a minimum 56K access to the Internet; no special software is needed. There is an orientation available to assist participants in navigating the Web site. Technical assistance, if needed, is available Monday through Friday.

· For a glimpse of a Boston College C21 Online course, check out their new video at  www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/demo_course.html.
Maria Cleary of VOTF NJ is a member of the Coordinating Team for NJ VOTF. This affiliate has been offering an online course to their members called “The Catholic Church: A Short History.” It is based on Hans Kung’s book of the same name. The course is over for now, but will re-appear with a Spring opportunity later this month. It will be open to anyone interested in this kind of educational exchange. To visit the site and/or register, later this month go to www.cathchurchhistory.org. Watch the Vineyard for an update.  
The Jan. 27, 2006 issue of Commonweal Magazine has an outstanding consideration of divergent views within our Roman Catholic faith community. The “creative tension” that informs our faith is often lost among labels and labeling. “After the Big Chill: Intellectual Freedom and Catholic Theologians” by Luke Timothy Johnson, a New Testament professor at Emory University, goes a long way toward working with that tension. Go to http://www.commonwealmagazine.org/article.php?id_article=1499. 
Also note:

· a National Catholic Reporter, Jan. 27 editorial on an item in the Tidings (the Los Angeles diocesan newspaper) that essentially denied the trafficking of clergy sexual abusers by bishops: “The activists who run the Web site www.bishop-accountability.org have done a good job gathering as much information as possible about abusive priests and their assignments, but they are constrained because bishops, including Mahony, continue to deny the Catholic community information we should have about abusive priests.” Go to www.ncronline.org; 
· and in the Jan. 30 issue of America magazine, a Pittsburg, PA pastor replies to “Blueprint for Change,” an article about the National Leadership Roundtable on Church Administration  (America, 9/26), and its members’ efforts to improve the stewardship of the church.” In his letter, the pastor identified difficulties with the Roundtable’s recommendations. It is an instructive and articulate look at this ministry. Subscribers can go to http://www.americamagazine.org/gettext.cfm?articleTypeID=21&textID=4589&issueID=558. 
DATES to remember:

Feb. 26: Boston College Church in the 21st Century will host “Catholic Politicians in the US: Their Faith and Public Policy.” Tim Russert of “Meet the Press” will be moderator for panelists James Carville (political analyst and former advisor to President Clinton); E. J. Dionne (Washington Post columnist); Edward Gillespie (former chair of the Republican National Committee); and Peggy Noonan (author and contributing editor to the Wall Street Journal). Go to http://omc.bc.edu/c21faithandpolicy/ or call 617-552-4820. 
March 24-26: “The Church Women Want” at the Graymoor Spiritual Life Center, Garrison, NY. 845-424-2111 or contact www.graymoorcenter.org. 

April 20: Panel discussion at Fairfield University, CT: “Elect Our Bishops? Why Not?” For more information, go to www.votfbpt.org. 

MAY 26-8 Kirkridge Retreat Center, Bangor, PA: Fr. Gary R. Hayes is a Roman Catholic priest in the diocese of Owensboro, KY and a well-known, longstanding survivor advocate. He is promoting a unique weekend retreat for clergy survivors of clergy sexual abuse. This week-end of recovery is being offered for clergy of all faiths who are survivors of sexual abuse by clergy. Survivor clergy are defined as present or former priests, ministers, monks, nuns, or their equivalent from any other religious expression. Confidentiality and emotional safety will be central to the success of this week-end of recovery. Personal healing and continued support and connection with Jordan’s Crossing are anticipated outcomes. Contact garyrhayes@bellsouth.net for additional information or call 610-588-1793. To register online, go to www.kirkridge.org. 
COMMENTARY
“Silence: Less Is More” – Carolyn Disco, VOTF NHhttp://www.votf.org/vineyard/Feb9_2006/silence.html
“Making Lemonade” – Jim Post, VOTF presidenthttp://www.votf.org/vineyard/Feb9_2006/post.html
“They get it!” – Donna Doucette, VOTF Paulist Center, MA

http://www.votf.org/vineyard/Feb9_2006/doucette.html

“There’s Love and there’s love” – readers’ reflections on “Deus Caritas Est”
“VOTF: Remaining a Voice of Hope” – Fr. Tom Doyle

UPDATE: “Elect Our Bishops? Why Not?” VOTF Bridgeport, CT

LETTERS to the editor – The Catholic Church in Switzerland; priest shortage in Santa Barbara, CA 
QUOTE for our time: "This should be a wake-up call for all the dioceses in the country to look at themselves," said Anne Burke, an Illinois appellate judge and the former leader of the National Review Board, the lay panel American bishops created in response to the clergy abuse crisis in 2002. "Are we really doing it right?" Anne Burke commenting on Cardinal George in the Archdiocese of Chicago, Associated Press 

COMMENTARY
Please send comments to pthorp.ed@votf.org 
“SILENCE: LESS IS MORE”

Long-time survivor advocate Fr. Robert M. Hoatson of the diocese of Newark, NJ filed a civil action against the New York Archdiocese, Cardinal Edward Egan, the Newark Archdiocese, Archbishop John J. Myers, the Congregation of Christian Brothers, Fr. John O’Brien, Br. Laurence Boschetto, Br. Paul Kevin Hennessy, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany, and Bishop Howard J. Hubbard. Subsequent to the December filing, Fr. Hoatson was placed on administrative leave by the Newark Archdiocese. 

The nature of Fr. Hoatson’s allegations prompted a VOTF affiliate to postpone a previously scheduled talk the priest was to give at the affiliate’s meeting. In the ensuing exchange of feelings among survivors, affiliate representatives, and survivor supporters about the cancelled talk, Carolyn Disco of VOTF NH added her own voice (below – “Silence: Less Is More”) in a careful consideration of the place of survivors and their voices in an organization where their support is a primary goal. 
It is important to note that the VOTF affiliate is a longstanding and outspoken supporter of survivors and continues to reach out to Fr. Hoatson. However, their concern with the allegations made in the lawsuit overrode their willingness to risk a seeming endorsement of Fr. Hoatson’s views. 

· The lawsuit can be read at http://www.rcf.org/pdfs/Hoatson.pdf
· The National Catholic Reporter’s offers an excellent chronology of Fr. Hoatson’s efforts  http://ncrnews.org/cgi-bin/mt-search.cgi?IncludeBlogs=7&search=Hoatson
· Fr. Hoatson is a co-signatory to the Millstone Project. Go to the May 2005 issue of In the Vineyard. Also see SNAP’s page at http://snapnetwork.org/tribute_pages/millstone_project.htm.
· The Village Voice offers a long, well-researched update on the Hoatson case at http://villagevoice.com/news/0606,lombardi,72095,6.html.  
[Carolyn Disco has led VOTF NH survivor support since that affiliate’s inception. What follows are excerpts of Carolyn’s thoughts, as well as the thoughts of another survivor. These comments were made in an email exchange among survivors, survivor supporters and affiliate representatives following the postponement of Fr. Hoatson’s talk. ]  

I have been watching this correspondence with alarm, praying for some resolution. My first reaction was horror that a survivor would be disinvited simply on the basis of filing a lawsuit. I have watched Bob Hoatson’s activities over the years with great admiration for his courage, both as a survivor and an advocate who listens and listens and then acts to provide material and spiritual assistance to fellow survivors. Priests like him, and Tom Doyle, Gary Hayes, John Bambrick, Ken Lasch and Bruce Teague are to be cherished and listened to. Hoatson and Doyle are collaborators on the Millstone Project (Go to 
 

My second reaction was to do some research and see what prompted the VOTF affiliate’s reaction, since survivor lawsuits have never to my knowledge prevented VOTF from listening to survivors. This particular affiliate has been a beacon of activity with a long record of seeking bishop accountability and in survivor support. I have admired them from afar, and defended them against charges by Bill Donohue of the Catholic League.
 
In the lawsuit, Hoatson makes strong claims, names names, and his lawyer is confrontational (a necessary quality sometimes in his line of work; many other lawyers have failed with RICO suits). 
 
But I firmly believe that the best response to speech that is problematic is more speech, not silence. I decided to research further and have inserted some of those results in red in the attached file. Are bishops, certain bishops active homosexuals? Let’s lay out the evidence and see what it shows. If it holds up, or even prompts those who may have been silent out of fear of coming forward to do so, then an important service has been rendered. If it does not hold up, then Hoatson bears the burden. The bishops would be quickly hailed by their many supporters. Hoatson is taking an enormous risk, and merits a hearing at least, as does the other side.
 
I note statements by spokespersons for two of the bishops charged. I am frankly disgusted by the vicious tone used to respond to Hoatson. Such responses are well beneath the dignity of episcopal office, and make me want to hear the rebuttals. Experience has shown me time and time again that half-truths and distortions are endemic in press releases from chanceries, but this hits a new low. I understand the strategy of putting the plaintiff on trial, but not with ridicule.
 
Waiting until a lawsuit is over, as the VOTF affiliate proposes, is not workable. That can take years. I invoke the Benedictine injunction to listen, and listen now. What is the harm in that? No doubt the hard feelings are difficult on all sides, but let’s not have a dialogue of the deaf. Can we come together, put aside charges, and simply be open to each other? I pray so.
Susan Renehan, an early and outspoken survivor attendee at VOTF gatherings shares her own views:

I always try to balance any criticism with praise for so many who have never wavered in their support of survivors, VOTF included.  I remember we pulled back from sending out speakers in the early days of VOTF because there was some really rude behavior going on and the last thing I wanted to do was put survivors in harm’s way.  
On the other hand there was some really rude behavior on the survivors’ side and I know that put many people off. I had to make some apologies for my outspoken behavior from time to time.  It was very sobering for me.   I was talking about this to someone recently: one of the big problems was that survivors who had been rejected for so long by the Church and in many cases their own families, and who were struggling to keep their lives together, were suddenly put on this pedestal by VOTF.  This is a bad place to put anyone, much less a traumatized person.  There was a lot of acting out as a result. A lot of this is merely human nature but putting it in the context of the abuse crisis, everything was exacerbated.  
In terms of VOTF, I think they were under the false illusion that if they stuck to the middle of the road and did not insult anyone in the hierarchy they would be able to negotiate with the Church for change.  Almost unanimously, survivors knew this was never going to work and that it was counter to the needs of survivors. From the first we have wanted the truth to be told by this Church; we are still waiting.  We want justice; we are still waiting.  Above all, we want children to be protected; we are still waiting.

An honest dialogue is the best we can hope for.  
Please know I have enormous respect for all those in VOTF who have stuck around and who have stood for and with survivors.
They Get It!

Donna Doucette, VOTF Paulist Center, Boston, Mass. and NRC Rep, Region 1
Please allow me a moment to boast about my worship community and its continuing efforts to demonstrate what a truly collegial Catholic community looks like.

The Paulist Center in Boston this past weekend released --as it has for years -- its annual fiscal year financial statement. But there was a difference this year. In a community where we have an elected Pastoral Council, a lay Finance Council open to all community members with
financial backgrounds, and a budget the Pastoral Council both reviews and approves -- the community managed to take even another step for complete transparency and accountability by producing an audited Financial Report.

Needless to say, the CPA audit came back "clean." This past Sunday, a representative from the Finance Council presented the results at each Mass, and members of the Finance and Pastoral Councils were available after each Mass to answer any questions about the statement or the
financial condition or the programs.

The Finance rep even apologized that the statements might be harder for the "average parishioner" to understand this year -- the CPA recommended that the Center produce its reports in "GAAP format," which apparently means "generally accepted accounting principles" that are not necessarily comprehensible to a non-accountant. Despite that, the
report, which also was inserted into each bulletin, seemed quite clear and understandable to me. The insert came with a note that anyone with questions could call our Business Administrator (a lay person) with questions and provided her phone number.

In my opinion, the staff and members of the Paulist Center Councils, and the Paulist fathers themselves, consistently demonstrate that they "get it" when it comes to collegiality and a Christian community that respects and embraces all its members. Donna Doucette, Region 1

Reflecting on “Deus Caritas Est” 

[As Vineyard readers know, Pope Benedict XVI released two weeks ago his first papal encyclical “Deus Caritas Est” (God is love). VOTF members and Vineyard readers contributed the following excerpts from their own reading of the full text, available at http://www.usccb.org/index.shtml. Also, see the VOTF statement on the encyclical at www.votf.org.] 

From Paula:

“…The pope's categories and language enable him to hold a vision of God as Love, and yet protect an abusive institution, subjugate women, reject homosexuals, patronize the poor while sitting on enormous wealth, hold his own religious constructions as absolute, etc.

Maybe we could discuss together the kind of letter we would want from the pope….First of all, his letter seems to be to the whole of Christendom.  If late modernity has taught us anything it is that our cultural embedding makes us different from one another, certainly globally and even within nations….  

What if he were to write a letter directly to the US Church? We depend on empirical knowledge. Collectively, we know quite a bit about human development, about how individuals and cultures develop in stages. We know that intellectual development sometimes outpaces emotional and moral development. We know that it is entirely possible to have an intellectual and aesthetic appreciation of the pope's argument about eros and agape and still not be morally sensitive. So he has to talk to us from a developmental perspective about integrating all human capacities. He shows some consciousness of this in Part I, section 6 for couples. We know quite a bit about organizational dynamics and management.  He could talk to the US hierarchy about how to manage the institution.  Another modern characteristic of our thinking is that we are critical. We are conscious of an historical progression and we identify ourselves against a past and we look to a future. Can we theorize about love in the abstract without notice of the misery around us?   I bet not one of us can read the pope's words on love without asking how his words square with his using the word "man" when he is talking about our species. He either does not know how we will react to that or he wants to teach us our place  

How do his words square with the church's teaching on homosexuality?  Probably the greatest contribution of modernity is the idea that all humans are equal and that the authority to govern is in the people themselves. I think to talk to us he has to appreciate our commitment to freedom and equality and self governance through reason.  The pope is still a monarch with all the authority to govern the Church and even to say what human nature is.  I am willing to be corrected in my view of the encyclical as a letter from another universe, the more painful because I believe that God is love.”  

From Gaile:

“I, too, was taken aback by the use of the word ‘man’ and ‘men’ in the encyclical.  I went to the original German and found that the Pope had used the word ‘menschen.’ which translates more accurately as ‘humanity’ in English and ‘homo’ in Latin (as opposed to ‘vir.’)  As to the definition of what a human being is if we go back to the old Baltimore Catechism the definition there is half philosophical and half theological.  The philosophical part is ‘man [sic] is a creature composed of body and soul’; the theological part is ‘and made in the image and likeness of God.’  Well that last part is what Benedict is affirming and I would stretch it a bit further.  God, as triune, is defined by relationships of love.  I think we, too, must be and are defined by relationships of love. 

I found the ‘official’ Latin translation at 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est_lt.html.” 

Another thought from Paula:

“Believing that relational love is what we are all about, does the pope 
recommend ways to increase communication among our various cultures within 
the church?  We know that a renewal of energy and commitment comes through 
empowerment, trust in free people. Do you know of any diocese empowering 
people to grow together?”

From Ed:

“I found part II very clear, but I loved Part I. I agree on a point made about eros and 'that man cannot live alone' but Benedict has at least  'rescued ' eros by affirming its innate goodness.... which as he points out seemed poisoned in the earlier Church; but he has a point that eros is individually directed [at a person] and agape and philia should be directed and experienced in community. I have been stunned, doing marriage preparation by how many of our so-called educated young adults have no language to make distinctions about 'love'.”

From the Tablet at http://www.thetablet.co.uk/cgi-bin/register.cgi/tablet-01137. [If you visit the Tablet, check out the Tablet’s fascinating history.] 
“…The second part of the encyclical, which is said to owe something to an unfinished project of the previous Pope, ties up a loose end in Catholic social teaching by addressing the question how, in a world seeking social justice, there is still room for charity. The answer is a compelling one.… his warning that it is not for  the Church to take upon herself the political battle to bring about the most  just society possible. ‘She cannot and must not replace the State,’ he insists.  Yet at the same time she must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice. Thus is a careful line drawn with regard to efforts by Catholic prelates, most notably in the United States in the last presidential election,  to 
tell politicians which laws they may or may not pass.” 
From Bob:

“After reading the entire encyclical, I am not as enthralled as others…. Nevertheless there is some cause for hope that Benedict might realize the need for a new theology of sexuality. The official Church teaching evolved from ‘sex is always sinful’ (Augustine) to ‘sex not intending procreation is always sinful,’ to ‘sex is primarily for procreation’ (“Casti Conubii”), to the disastrous ‘sexual intercourse must be open to procreation’ (‘Humanae Vitae’). To at least recognize the natural progression of eros as realized by most married couples may be a real step forward, as opposed to the usual official posture
which has traditionally been militantly, morbidly and pathologically anti-sex. While I doubt that the hierarchy will suddenly turn to us married folk for guidance, perhaps in another generation or two they will discover what sex in a marriage is for (grace).” 

From Betty:

“Unless and until any member of the clergy or hierarchy, including the pope, does everything humanly possible to right the wrong that has been done to the hundreds of thousands of victims of the Church's own evil and immorality, they have no moral, intellectual, or spiritual authority to say anything that I am interested in hearing or reading.”

From Cindy:

“… I cannot actually reject its message but I do stand back and muse how impossible it is for a celibate to understand erotic love. That is, of course, if the person is truly celibate and follows, to the letter of the law, all the Church's prohibitions on sexual expression of any kind. It would be as if a married person sat down and wrote a treatise on the beauty and value and wonder of celibate love, which would be all theory and no practice.

 

My other thought is that erotic love through the eyes and body of a woman is a different experience. Now we need an encyclical written by a woman on LOVE.”

More from Gaile:

“… His principle thesis that love of neighbor is grounded in love of God is compellingly and rigorously laid out.  I am sorry that he did not include just as rigorous an argument to show that love of God is grounded in love of neighbor.  The encyclical is quite linear.

The encyclical also seems to be individualistic in that his emphasis on love of neighbor is more of individuals loving and having responsibility for other individuals.  I saw very little mention of communities having such responsibility.”

From B.N.:
“For those of us involved in social justice causes, there is much to welcome in the encyclical.  The direct involvement in political ideology, supported by some who described themselves as ‘real Catholics’ in the last election, seems precluded. But there are other parts of the encyclical that seem to be lacking: The Pope says he wrote this because of all the violence in the world, yet that issue is hardly touched; also somewhat glossed over is the complex issue of human sexuality and the process of growth for individuals. It is … the perception that the marital state is perceived as ‘less than’ the celibate state by our Church. This issue is hardly resolved here.”
Making Lemonade

Jim Post, VOTF president

The legislative defeat of the financial disclosure bill promoted by Senator Marian Walsh and so many VOTF members is bitter medicine.  But there are several things to remember before we walk away from the field. 
 
First, VOTF worked with a large and growing number of remarkably dedicated elected public officials and their staffs.   These relationships will not evaporate - we will continue to communicate with them about issues affecting survivors, endangered parish communities, and the financial and moral integrity of religious organizations.   
 
Second, VOTF had the benefit of outstanding local leaders who invested enormous time, energy, and creativity in this effort.  We express our appreciation to John Hynes, the entire Boston VOTF Steering Committee, John Moynihan, and the hundreds of dedicated members who presented the "real face" of VOTF to legislators throughout the legislative session.   
 
Third, as Bob Morris pointed out elsewhere, the archdiocese made a formal, public commitment to financial reporting that would surely not have occurred without the pressure of the legislative process.   Some of us are surely going to be cynical about Archbishop O'Malley's motives, or his intentions to follow-through, but our job is to hold the Archbishop and the in-coming chancellor/CFO to their public commitments. Ultimately, we may be disappointed but we should not assume the worst.  People do act in good faith.   
 
Fourth, we learned that other religious organizations were not prepared to join an effort to establish regulations that would affect them as well as the Catholic Church.  However, many civilized and useful conversations were conducted with faith leaders.  VOTF cannot go wrong when we engage in dialogue, demonstrate respect for those of other faiths, and keep the common good foremost.  
 
Finally, we learned a lot about tactics.  We need to debrief, talk with the experts, and prepare for the future.  Sincere thanks to all who provided such inspired leadership and focus to this effort.  
 

LETTERS to the editor
Please write to pthorp.ed@votf.org 
“On December 4th, 2005 I attended a parish assembly in my birth town of Schuebelbach in Switzerland.  My paternal grandfather had been the chairman of the parish board there for years.  Growing up, I heard a lot about the workings of parish politics.  In the areas that had voted to remain Catholic after the Reformation, property is in the name of foundations or the parish laity outright.  No bishop is able to close up and sell off property.  In fact, poor Bishop Haas was prevented from entering some of the churches.  Several parishes had some abbots from various abbeys come in to do confirmation, during his tenure.  Although I had been a practicing Catholic all those 40 years in the United States, I had no clue that here everything was under the control of the bishops, until the church closures in the San Francisco diocese.

The Catholic Church in Switzerland seems to operate under a different Canon Law than the US, regarding control of property and funds.  In the majority there, the laity have decision-making power over assets, not the bishops and priests.  The parish boards can go outside their diocese to hire pastors.  Pastors have to negotiate salaries with the parish – and much more.  About 15 years ago the bishops tried to get control of everything through pressure from the Vatican.  However, the Swiss have not complied.  I have not heard of interdicts and excommunications, as possible sanctions. 
Why has nobody ever looked at that precedent in Switzerland, in order to bring structural changes?  If we take power and control that the clergy now have, it will keep some undesired characters out of the priesthood.  Do you just want to preach change, or actually take action?” Eva R. Weber
[Fr. Ladislas Orsy has often served VOTF in a consulting capacity on Canon Law. The Structural Change Working Group is one of many VOTF committees who benefited from Fr. Orsy’s insight and direction. I asked Margaret Roylance, SCWG chair, what her group might have gleaned on the subject of the Swiss Church. Her reply follows. Margaret notes that follow-up was not possible but there is interest in pursuing more information about the Swiss practice.]
“When we were consulting with Fr. Orsy, he told us that in one Swiss diocese, the people  reserve the right to select their own bishop.  He said that when the See is vacant, they send up a name, and the Holy See sends back a letter stating that they do not have the right to select their bishop.  The Holy See then announces their new bishop, who is invariably the man they have selected.  It appears that the Holy See will tolerate local control, even as they claim that it does not exist.  The moral is that we should have jealously guarded the rights of the laity in the American Church early on.  If those rights are the status quo, they may well be tolerated, but it is very difficult to take them BACK once they have been given up.” Margaret Roylance
“We are facing a ‘priest shortage’ scenario in beautiful Santa Barbara, too: the University Parish (St. Mark's), which for around 40 years has been served by the Paulist Fathers, is being abandoned by that order at the end of June 2006 for lack of personnel. Many young Paulists have simply left the priesthood because they can't reconcile their lived human and ministerial experience with the discipline of celibacy.
The Diocese of Los Angeles is going to try to find a suitable replacement, but they will have a hard time. The qualifications include (a) the intelligence and flexibility to connect with university students who think for themselves, (b) the wisdom to minister to the ‘year-rounders’ – the disaffected Catholics who are refugees from the surrounding parishes, where they were finding no spiritual nourishment, and (c) the ability (if
possible) to preside at a Spanish-language Mass, because a large Hispanic community shows up at St. Mark's for a Spanish Mass every Sunday.
Many of us in the laity at St. Mark's are ready to step in and minister to each other, but we have no models, and evidently little acceptance, of peer-to-peer ministry in the Catholic tradition. It has always been top-down. Do you think we will be able to redraw the lines of ministry in response to the priest shortage? What a blessing it might be!”

Thomas F. Heck, Voice of the Faithful, Santa Barbara
“There are hundreds of married Roman Catholic priests in the state of Massachusetts who are willing to minister to priestless parishes at little or no cost to the archdioceses. Mandatory celibacy is not a doctrine of the faith.  Former Protestant ministers are allowed to minister as ordained married priests.  Priests were married for the first eleven centuries of the Church.  The sacraments given to us by Jesus are more important than man-made laws formulated for power and control.  VOTF says it wants to ‘change’ the Church.  Well, let’s change it back to the way Jesus had it when he picked a married man to be pope and married apostles to be priests.  It is time that VOTF started advocating for making priesthood available to married men. We have evidence time and again that celibacy is not being observed by many if not most priests.  Not only are they not observing celibacy, they are acting out in ways that they would not be if they had normal outlets for their God-given sexuality. Again, this is not a matter of faith or morals.  It is a matter of an unjust law depriving millions of people throughout the world of the sacraments.”  Terence M. McDonough
COUNCIL News

Introducing Deirdre O’Neal, of Naperville, IL: Deirdre was  recently elected to the National Representative Council when Region 7’s representative retired for health reasons. This is Deirdre’s statement.

I have been a strong supporter and an active member of VOTF since its inception, having attended the first national VOTF convention in Boston in July of 2002. What a great and awe-inspiring event that was! I had become convinced that the Church could only be purified and reformed if the laity took a much more active role in Church governance. I returned to the Chicago area to start a VOTF affiliate in Chicago-metro area and the “Chicago-West” VOTF affiliate was formed that fall.  After a year, I decided to form a group closer to home and co-founded the Joliet Diocese VOTF in September of 2003, now under the leadership of Stephanie McElliglott and Paul LeFort. After the energizing July 2006 convocation in Indianapolis, Indiana, I was motivated to try to “carry the message” about the importance of Church reform and am currently an active member in the Joliet affiliate. 

I feel that Voice of the Faithful has been called into being by the Holy Spirit to fill a particular mission at this point in Church history.  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1VOICE OF THE FAITHFUL: REMAINING A VOICE OF HOPE

Thomas Doyle - February 7, 2006

I have spoken at many VOTF gatherings since July, 2002.  At all of these I have stated my conviction that Voice of the Faithful is a manifestation of the movement of God’s Spirit, a source of hope for the Church as Body of Christ and a powerful promise of justice for the countless men and women sexually, emotionally and spiritually abused by the institutional Church.  I have said these words with conviction and in total honesty.  I can still do so since I believe that the stresses, challenges, disagreements and even discouragements of the past four years have been inevitable.  We are living in the midst of a period of profound change and growth for Catholicism and for organized religion as well.  Not only are we living in the midst of this change but we are agents, essential to the process and upon whom the future is dependent.

I have been deeply involved in the clergy sexual abuse phenomenon since 1984.  For me these two decades have been a time of intense pain, deep disappointment, anger, confusion, painful enlightenment and most important, hope.  The pain has come from the continuing revelation that the institutional Church is deeply wounded.  The defensiveness of many in the clergy and hierarchy is perhaps grounded in a threatening fear that the institutional ecclesiastical world that they knew appears to be damaged beyond repair.  The wounds inflicted by clericalism, obsession with power and the constant appeal to misplaced orthodoxy will not heal with a resultant return to the days when the words of a 1906 encyclical issued by Pius X were a reality:

This church is in essence an unequal society, that is to say a society comprising two categories of persons, the shepherds and the flock....These categories are so distinct that the right and authority necessary for promoting and guiding all the members toward the goal of the society resides only in the pastoral body; as to the multitude, its sole duty is that of allowing itself to be led and of following its pastors as a docile flock.

The horrendous revelations of widespread sexual abuse by clergy and even more horrendous revelations of equally widespread cover-up and enabling by the hierarchy have forced many in the Church to wake up and reluctantly realize that the model of Church championed by Pius X in 1906 was a major barrier to the growth and health of the Church as Body of Christ.  We had lived our lives in the shadow of the Kingdom of God on earth, blinded to the fact that this poetic description masked a monarchical structure that was essentially responsible for the emotional and spiritual devastation of hundreds of thousands of our brothers and sisters in Christ.

From the shock and anger of the tsunami of the Boston revelations in 2002 came the inspiration to a small group of deeply faithful Catholics that something must be done and what was done is Voice of the Faithful.  I’m quite sure that no one envisioned where that meeting in Wellesley would lead them and where it would lead all of us.  As I have met with, spoken to and listened to VOTF members around the U.S., and now in Ireland, I have been deeply moved, impressed and in awe of the faith of all.  I have learned that lay men and women often have a clearer understanding of the meaning of “Church” than most clergy and hierarchical leaders appear to have, based on the events of the past few years.  I have also been inspired by the commitment and willingness of many to take the terrifying risk of challenging the ecclesiastical system that has controlled us through fear and secrecy for far too long.

Voice of the Faithful is at a crucial point in its life.  Since the clergy sex abuse scandals came to light clergy, lay and religious voices from throughout the Church have cried for change yet there must be a way to take the hopes, aspirations and frustrations and turn them to action.  The institutional Church is long on words….speeches, decrees, pious exhortations and the like, but far short on effective action.

The bishops of our country have deluged us with apologies, promises, procedures, policies, committees and boards in response to the outrage over their cover-up of clergy sex abuse.  They have tried to shift the focus from themselves to the perpetrators, their critics, the media, the lawyers and even the victims as the source of the discontent, but the reality has remained clear.  There is something radically wrong with the way power and authority are exercised in the Catholic Church.  The monarchical model is not working.  

In spite of the mistaken impressions some may have, the “scandals” are far from over.  The recent events in the archdiocese of Chicago and diocese of Joliet are stark proof that at least some of the bishops still don’t and can’t “get it.”  In Los Angeles the Cardinal Archbishop spends well over half a million dollars a month paying attorneys to continue to create roadblocks to prevent victims from receiving justice in the courts.  That money, plus the other untold sums paid out to public relations firms, is money given by the faithful.  In Iowa the institutional Church is fighting hard to prevent the many victims of several priests from having a day in court. The bishops may apologize and promise that it won’t happen again, but it is happening.  Look at Chicago and know that what has erupted there is not the last chapter of the story.

Voice of the Faithful is now at the point of its national elections.  Jim Post has done a remarkable job over the past four years.  His balance, eloquence, insight and above all, courage, have been a major force in guaranteeing that VOTF does not slide beneath the surface.  The national leadership is crucial.

From my perspective I believe that VOTF needs to create the accurate impression that it has resolved any differences over priorities.  The organization was founded precisely because of the bishops’ collective failure to deal with the horrendous problem of clergy sex abuse.  Support for victims is central to the credibility of VOTF and to the Church in general.  Why?  Because the victims and the nightmare that made them victims is not another problematic issue nor is it another group of persons in need of justice.  The clergy abuse victims and the way they are treated goes right to the heart of the credibility of the Roman Catholic Church.  If VOTF marginalizes both the victims and the issue then it has betrayed its goals and its mandate but more crucial, it has betrayed the central mission of the Body of Christ.  The purpose of our Church is not to sustain a monarchy or pay unending fealty to the papacy and the bishops.  The purpose is to do as Christ did and as He would do, namely, to give first priority to the marginalized, defeated and hurt.  Those hurt by the clergy abuse scandal include more than the actual victims.  Indeed the entire Body of Christ has been severely wounded by this organizational betrayal of trust.  

Structural and governmental change in the institutional Church is intimately bound up with support for victims.  The Church structures themselves will not change because they cannot change.  The institutional leadership firmly believes that God wants the Church run in a hierarchical manner.  We can achieve all the boards and committees we want but the bottom line of absolute episcopal leadership with accountability not to the faithful but to the pope will remain.  If we believe that endless dialogue with bishops, polite conversations, flowery letters and token membership on a few boards or committees means effective progress, then we are sadly naive.  A more realistic goal would be sufficient pressure to convince bishops to cease acting like feudal lords and begin acting like pastors.  Some do this already, but many don’t.  This change in attitude will not happen if Catholic lay men and women, clerics or religious continue to act like docile, obedient and fear-filled children in their interaction with the leadership of the institutional church.  We can be Christian, respectful and loving and at the same time firm, honest and realistic.  Many in the institutional church, lay, clergy and religious, remain convinced that the institution’s structures must be protected at the expense of victims of abuse and others who either have been harmed in some way by the institution or are dissatisfied with its performance.  We must not forget that the Church is the people, not its buildings, property, bank holdings or power structures.  All of these have a role in Church life but when they become dominant and cause us to fall prey to the deceptive equivocations that eventually lead to the sacrifice of people in favor of things and power, then we have lost our way.

I would like to conclude with some specific expressions of hope:

1)
That the current Voice of the Faithful election identifies leaders who have experience with the national ecclesiastical landscape, clear awareness of the present harsh realities of the sexual abuse scene and a willingness to take the risks necessary in challenging the hierarchy, the clergy and even laity to respond to the fundamental obligations of Catholic as baptized followers of Christ and not servants of an earthly kingdom.
2)
That Voice of the Faithful continue to place support for victims of sexual abuse as a central and essential priority and that this support be highlighted by listening and doing and not merely saying.

3)
That Voice of the Faithful as a national organization and in its individual affiliates continues to courageously stand up and actively and publicly support the efforts to protect children and the vulnerable from all forms of abuse, not only sexual.  

4)
That Voice of the Faithful members and affiliates not fall prey to the scare tactics of voices within the institutional Church and give unequivocal support to the efforts to change State legislation by extending Statues of Limitation and opening up windows of opportunity to victims who have been denied justice through the passage of time.

The last point is especially important.  The institutional Church will only change when confronted by a power greater than itself.  Were it not for public media scrutiny and consequent involvement of the civil courts, the institutional Church would have done virtually nothing in response to the certain knowledge it had about thousands of cases of clergy abuse.  The changes were not pro-active.  They were a reaction to the two powerful forces of the media and the courts.  Things have not changed that much. Throughout the United States the strongest opposition to all attempts to pass child protective legislation is from the State Catholic Conferences.  They use erroneous information and fear tactics while the real concern is not justice but preserving the dwindling power of the leadership.  Above all, these counter-measures by the State Catholic Conferences and their bosses, the bishops, are proof that the scourge of clericalism is still alive and trying to survive. 

Let me close on a note of hope.  This whole “thing” is not a matter of “us against them.”  There is no question of good will among the majority of lay, clergy, religious and hierarchy.  The tension arises from the clash of ideas as to how things should be done.  Many have been brought up to believe that the only way for the Church to do business is the way it has always done business......as a hierarchical kingdom.  If we look at the gospel accounts of Christ’s ministry we know that there is another way.  Perhaps all of this will lead someday to a Church that is not dependent on power and image and infected with toxic levels of secrecy and fear to a Church grounded in equality and mutual respect where the prompting of the Holy Spirit will be warmly welcomed whether they are received through the medium of bishops, popes, lay women and men or children.  

VOTF has played an important role in the survival of our Church. At this time of transition in leadership, I hope the organization takes this moment to recommit itself to the prophets who brought all of us together in the first place.

Elect Our Bishops? Why Not?

Report from the VOTF Bridgeport, CT Planning Committee for the Election of a Bishop 
Joseph F. O’Callaghan

Since September a Planning Committee for the Election of a Bishop, sponsored by Voice of the Faithful in the Diocese of Bridgeport, has been studying the current canonical process concerning the appointment of bishops.

In addition to looking at the Norms for the Selection of Bishops issued by the Vatican in 1972 (summarized in the Code of Canon Law, cc. 377-380), the Committee is examining the Procedure for the Selection of Bishops drawn up by the Canon Law Society of America in 1973. The Procedure proposed the establishment of a Diocesan Committee for the Selection of Candidates for the Office of Bishop, consisting of representatives of priests, women religious, men religious, laymen and laywomen, to consider the needs of the diocese, to determine the qualifications of a prospective bishop, and to identify priests who meet those criteria. 

The Planning Committee has placed advertisements in the local papers asking people to reflect on the three questions posed by the CLSA. With the CLSA Procedure as a foundation the Planning Committee hopes to develop a plan for a Diocesan Committee that will be more representative of the laity and give greater authority to the Committee’s recommendations. See www.votfbpt.org/electbishops. 

The culmination of the Committee’s work will take place on Saturday April 29 at a conference entitled “Elect our Bishops? Why Not?” at Fairfield University. Fr. Richard McBrien of the University of Notre Dame will be address the topic “ The Election of Bishops: The Return to Tradition.” In the afternoon there will be a roundtable discussion by Susan Troy of VOTF, John Healey and Thomas Casey, both of Fordham University, and Michael Ritty of the CLSA. The Planning Committee’s proposal for a Diocesan Committee will be presented at that time. Further information will be posted at www.votfbpt.org.

