Friday October 19, 2007  

3:00 – 7:00 
Registration

Workshops

4:00 – 5:30





Room 555B
Find Your Voice; Trust your Voice; Share Your Voice  



This Workshop replicates the process by which the Voice of Renewal /Lay Education National Working Group develops its materials, with the intention of empowering workshop participants to do the same thing in their own communities.

Presenters: Mo Donovan, Donna Doucette, Ron Dubois Ph.D., Millie Feloney, Ronnie Mitchell, Bill Murphy, Anne Southwood

4:00 – 5:00


Room 554A 
Googling God




Making the Church Relevant to the 20-something Generation 

Presenter: Father Michael Hays, CSP

Room 554B
Love in Action: How to Use Gospel Nonviolence to Follow Christ and Change the Church





Interactive Workshop, based on Dick Taylor’s book, Love in Action: A Handbook for Catholics Using Gospel Nonviolence to Reform and Renew the Church
Presenters: Dick Taylor, Phyllis Taylor

Room 551B
Media: Using the Media to Promote Your Affiliate and the Goals of VOTF Rapid Response Communication




Presenters: John Moynihan, David Clohessy

5:15 – 6:15


Room 554A
Taking the Mystery Out of Parish and Diocesan Financial Statements
A CPA and a lawyer from New York will show you what to look for and what 

questions to ask:

Presenters: Dan Bartley, CPA, and Phil Megna

Room 554B
The Quest for Unity Within VOTF and with the Catholic Community: The Inner Journey

Compassionate consideration of divergent perspectives can be challenging! This Workshop provides training to ground our decision-making and action steps in the well-being of all by using breathing, body prayer, personal reflection and the Circle of Truth, a ritual component in the practice of creative non-violence.

Presenter: Liz Walz

Room 551B
Attentive to the Spirit
How can we become more aware of the presence of God in our everyday busy lives?   How can we hear the voice of the Spirit amid all the noise that surrounds us? This workshop will introduce you to the practice of Centering Prayer and will include time for silence.

Presenters: Diane Garretson, Betty Teufel

6:15 - 7:00


Room 557
Reception
7:00 – 8:00


Room 555/556
VOTF and the Church: Where Do We Go from Here?



Presenter: Father Richard McBrien

Saturday October 20, 2007
7:00 – 8:30
Registration
8:30 – 12:00  
Plenary Session
8:30 – 8:45
Welcome and opening prayer

8:45 – 9:45
Edwina Gateley



Discipleship - Following Jesus and Finding Our Voice

9:45 – 10:00
Priest of Integrity Award



Presenter: Father Thomas Doyle, O.P.

10:00 – 10:15
Break

10:15 – 10:45
President’sAddress



Mary Pat Fox

10:45 – 11:00
Catherine of Siena Award



Presenter William Casey, President of the VOTF Board of Trustees

11:00 – 12:00
Judge Michael Merz - Chairperson of National Review Board

Protecting children, healing the damage done by abuse, and preventing its reoccurrence.   This presentation will be followed by a Q and A with Jim Post and Judge Merz on survivor issues

12:00 – 1:00 
Lunch

Breakout Sessions

1:00 – 2:00
Session 1

Room 550A/B
Voices of the Faithful: Loyal Catholics Striving for Change



Topic:
Report from a Study of VOTF: Members and the Organization



Panel:
William D’Antonio, Ph.D., Fr. Anthony Pogorelc, S.S.



Moderator: John Moynihan

Room 551A/B
Nature of Authority in Local Faith Communities



Topic:
What is the basis for authority within the local faith community from a theological and practical point of view? What happens when the authentic nature and mission of the local faith community from which its authority arises, come into conflict with Church leadership? 

Panel:
Fr. William Clark, SJ, Sharon Harrington, Ronnie Mitchell, Margaret Roylance

Moderator: Michael Marnik

Room 552A/B
Who Says it’s Time to Blow Out the Candles?




Topic: How should US dioceses proceed with the realignment of parishes? What 

strategies and tactics can the laity use to protect parishes they love?  Panelists will survey closings across the country, discuss resistance campaigns in Boston and New York, and define the resources required to achieve an inclusive and constructive process of pastoral planning.


Panel:
Peter Borre (MA), Carmen Villegas (NY)



Moderator: Francis Piderit

Room 553A/B
Murder Most Foul








Topic: This workshop focuses on a new emerging group of survivors, family 

members of those abused and murdered.

 Presenters: Lee Pahl is the nephew of Sister Margaret Ann Pahl who was 

murdered by Father Gerald Robinson. The recent trial of Fr. Robinson attracted international coverage. The priest was convicted and is now serving a life sentence in prison.  

Bunny and Carl Croteau are the parents of seven children, five of whom 

were abused by the same priest, including their youngest son Danny who  was found murdered. All evidence pointed to the predator priest who was never prosecuted.

Moderator: Kristine Ward
Room 554A
Recalling and Enlivening What Vatican II Asks of Us
Topic:
Explore the mandates of Vatican II based on primary source documents; history and significance of Ecumenical church Councils and essential components of Council documents


Presenter: Anne Southwood

Room 554B
Women as Disciples Through Christian History



      
Topic:
The unaccounted history of women in the Catholic / Christian Church. Stories, pictures, and music that displays the truth that behind all those men there were women doing the nitty gritty.


Panel:
Gaile Pohlhaus Ph.D., Edward Greenan Ph.D

Ballroom
Priesthood in Crisis---Everyone’s Crisis  

Topic
A Strategy for Collaboration and Starting a Conversation About Issues Affecting Priests and the Priesthood


Panel:
Fr. Don Cozzens, David O’Brien Ph.D., and John Ryan

Moderator: Svea Frasier

2:15 – 3:15
Session 2

Room 550A/B
Attentive to the Spirit
Topic: How can we become more aware of the presence of God in our everyday 

Busy lives?   How can we hear the voice of the Spirit amid all the noise that surrounds us? This workshop will introduce you to the practice of Centering Prayer and will include time for silence.

Presenters: Diane Garretson, Betty Teufel

Room 551A/B
Synods & Councils as Instruments of Accountability in the History of the Church


Panel: Joseph F. O’Callaghan, Ph.D., Francine Cardman Ph.D., Gerald Fogerty, SJ

Room 552A/B
Is Another Crisis Looming?  Can We Prevent It?  

Topic: Parish Safety Programs - Working with Dioceses

Panel:
John Hynes, Ph.D. (MA), Bill Culleton (PA), Roberta Horton, Ph.D. (FL)

Moderator: Kathy Mullaney

Room 553A/B 
Election of Bishops








Topic:
A given church’s commitment to the apostolic succession of priests and bishops still leaves open the question of how a particular person is selected as bishop. In particular, what is the role and voice of the laity in this process?




Panel:
Kern Trembath, Ph.D., Joseph O’Callaghan, Ph.D

Room 554A
“Called to BE Church:” A Model for Participatory Pastoral Planning
Topic:
Are parish closing taking you by surprise? Do you wish that you could be a part of the planning? Come learn about the Diocese of Albany’s two-year pastoral planning program, “Called to BE Church,” which involves the laity in a discernment and decision-making process for the future of the diocese. 

Presenter: Sheila Peiffer

Room 554B
Anger, Healing and Transformation
Topic:
Like all emotions, anger springs from deep personal roots and has great

spiritual significance, and vast social consequences. In an interactive format, participants in this workshop are invited to examine ways of transforming anger for both personal and social healing.

Presenter: Sharon Browning, J.D.

Room 557
Dialogue with the Diocese
Topic: Reports on how VOTF initiated dialogue in four dioceses and the 

            current status of those interactions

Presenters: Ed Wilson (NY), Peg Clark (FL), Janet Hauter (IL), Bob Rowden,
                        (CA)

Ballroom
Survivor Support

Topic: This workshop features the latest updates from the day to day battle in the 

survivors' world. It focuses on some positive trends, some alarming new developments, and some very practical ways Catholics can make a difference at this juncture. 

Presenters: Barbara Blaine, David Clohessy of SNAP and a survivor who has 

previously not been public about the ordeal of abuse.


Moderator: Kristine Ward

3:30 – 4:30
Session 3

Room 550A/B
Energize, Educate and Evangelize: New Models for a Vibrant Parish

Topic: Best practices for preserving parishes in a time of fewer priests; Case study 

of a parish being run by an administrator



Presenters: Sr. Chris Schenk, CSJ, Mary K. White

Moderator: Francis Piderit

Room 551A/B
What Discipleship in the Church of the 21st Century Means for Women Today
Topic: How might Catholic women go from “there to here” in C21?

Presenter: Mary M. Doyle Roach, Ph.D.

Discussants: Rich Moriarity, Mary Collingwood, Peggie L. Thorp

Moderator: Peggie L. Thorp

Room 552A/B
Recovering Catholicism
Topic: A Paulist team from Boston presents finds on trends and attitudes of   

Catholics based on question: why do you choose to be a participating Catholic; why do you stay, and what would cause you to leave. Issues of alienation and separation and possible solutions and methods for healing and reconciliation will be discussed. 

Presenters: Fr. Bob Bowers, Madaline Keros, Michael Bousquet

Room 553A/B
Statutes of Limitations – LAA initiative
Topic: Update on present legislation around the country. What can you do to pass 

legislation in your state?

Presenters: Bob Schwiderski, John Sullivan

Moderator: 

Room 554A
New Authors – Lay Involvement in the Church

Presenters: Paul Lakeland Ph.D., Leonard Swidler Ph.D.


Moderator: John Moynihan

Room 554B
Reaching Out to Hispanic Catholics: How VOTF Can Help 
Topic: Hispanic ministry across the country will discuss the situation among 

Hispanic Catholics in the US today, and provide guidance on how VOTF members can best help keep Hispanic Catholics in the Church and attract Hispanic faith communities to their affiliates



Presenters: Rosa Maria Montenegro and TBD

Room 557
Studying the Causes and Context of the Sexual Abuse Crisis in the Church: Response to the Survey of VOTF Membership



Topic: The results from the survey will be summarized and compared to other 

aspects of the research.  Questions about the study and survey are welcome.  The presentation will be an open discussion with researchers.



Presenters: Prof. Margaret L. Smith, Criminologist, John Jay College, Dr. James 

R. Kelly, Sociologist, Fordham University

5:00

Liturgy

6:15

Procession of Faith

